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Education Sector in Palestine 
 

Key Facts… 
 

 Palestine was the first Arab country to teach English from the 1st 
Grade, with the introduction of the first Palestinian national 
curriculum in 2000 by the Palestinian Authority’s Ministry of 
Education – replacing the Jordanian and Egyptian curricula in use 
since 1967. 

 Compulsory basic education covers 10 years (Grades 1-10), with 
Grades 11-12 optional. 

 Tertiary education is offered in universities and technical colleges 
(mostly four-year programs), and ‘community colleges’ (mainly 
two-year diploma courses). 

 Tertiary enrolment is over 40% in the 18-24 age group (high in 
comparison with middle-income countries). 

 Education for children in Area C of the West Bank (area under full 
Israeli military control) sees significant shortage of classrooms, 
inadequate infrastructure and the constant threat of Israeli 
demolition orders. With 50,000 students in 183 schools, almost 
10,000 students began the 2011/12 school year accommodated in 
tents, caravans, or tin shacks. [UNOCHA, May 2012] 

The Israeli blockade on the Gaza Strip means… 

 The UN was forced to turn away 40,000 children due to extreme 
classroom shortages in 2010/11. 

 The Israeli prohibition on the import of construction materials 
(cement, steel, gravel) into the Gaza Strip has delayed the building 
of 105 new UN schools. These basic construction materials are 
defined by Israeli authorities as “dual-use” (civil-military) items and, 
as such, their import is subject to Israeli approval. [UNOCHA, 
Humanitarian Monitor Report, Feb.2012] 

 85% of schools in Gaza operate on daily double shifts, with class 
sizes of up to 50 students.  

 The 2008-09 Operation ‘Cast Lead’ Israeli military invasion of the 
Gaza Strip saw 18 schools and kindergartens destroyed and over 
250 damaged. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right to Education: 

“ARTICLE 28: 1. States 
Parties recognize the 
right of the child to 
education, and with a 
view to achieving this 
right progressively and 
on the basis of equal 
opportunity...” 

Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, 1990 

 

 

Right to Education: 

“ARTICLE 13: The States 
Parties to the Present 
Covenant recognise the 
right of everyone to 
education… primary 
education shall be 
compulsory and avail-
able free to all.” 

International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, 1966 

 

 

Protection of Children: 

“ARTICLE 50: The 
Occupying Power shall, 
with the cooperation of 
the national and local 
authorities, facilitate the 
proper working of all 
institutions devoted to 
the care and education 
of children.” 

Fourth Geneva 
Convention, 1949 
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For children living in 
A-Seefer, in the 
'Seam Zone' of the 
Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, a 15-
minute walk to 
school often turns 
into an hour-long 
wait at a checkpoint. 
[Photo: UNICEF] 
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Main Education Indicators Cf. Cf. 

 West Bank/ 
Gaza Strip 

West Bank Gaza Strip^ Israel Australia 

PRIMARY/SECONDARY EDUCATION      

Total no. schools (2012/13) 
Government (Public) 
Private 
UNRWA* 

2,746 
 

2,058 
1,639 
320 
99 

688 
397 
48 

243 

  

Students/class – av. (2012/13) 
Government (Public) 
Private 
UNRWA 

 27.5 
27.9 
22.8 
34.0 

36.1 
36.9 
23.1 
36.7 

  

Total Students (2012/13) 1,139,963 340,741 f. (50%) 
335,981 m.(50%) 

230,412 f. (50%) 
232,779 m. (50%) 

49% f.  
51% m. 

49% f.  
51% m. 

– Government schools 
 

770,461 275,396 f. (51%) 
265,392 m.(49%) 

120,022 f. (52%) 
109,651 m. (48%) 

  

– Private schools  
 

99,863 35,259 f. (42%) 
48,925 m. (58%) 

5,769 f. (37%) 
9,910 m. (63%) 

  

– UNRWA schools 269,639 30,086 f. (58%) 
21,714 m. (42%) 

104,621 f. (48%) 
113,218 m. (52%) 

  

HIGHER EDUCATION      

No. accredited higher educ. institutions 
Universities (up to MA) 
University Colleges (up to BA) 
Community Colleges (up to diploma) 
Open University (up to BA) 

49 
13 
14 
21 

1 (22 branches) 

 
8 

10 
16 

 
5 
4 
5 
 

  

Total Students enrolled (2011/12) 
– Universities  
– University Colleges  
– Community Colleges 
– Open University 

217,502 (total);  125,320 f. (58%);  92,182 m. (42%) 
122,259 (total);  70,471 f. (58%);  51,788 m. (42%) 
15,271 (total);  7,773 f. (51%);  7,498 m. (49%) 
14,036 (total);  5,797 f. (41%);  8,239 m. (59%) 
65,936 (total);  41,279 f. (63%);  24,657 m. (37%) 

49% f.  
51% m. 
(2009) 

49% f.  
51% m. 
(2010) 

* UNRWA: United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
^ Data for Gaza Strip as at 2011/12 
Data Sources: PASSIA Diary 2013, pp.380-382, www.passia.org (West Bank/Gaza Strip 
data); World Bank World Databank, http://databank.worldbank.org (Israel, Australia 
data) 
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In 2005, Palestinian civil society 
issued a call for a campaign of 
Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) against Israel 
until it meets its obligations 
under international law by: 

1. Ending its occupation and 
colonization of all Arab lands 
occupied in June 1967 and 
dismantling the Wall; 

2. Recognizing the fundamental 
rights of the Arab-Palestinian 
citizens of Israel to full 
equality; and 

3. Respecting, protecting and 
promoting the rights of 
Palestinian refugees to return 
to their homes and properties 
as stipulated in UN Resolution 
194 (1948). 

www.bdsmovement.net 

Testimony ... “After the completion of the Wall, I used to cross 
through a tunnel, which was one meter high, full of dirty water 
and blocked at the two ends by stones. ...My daily journey to 
school would take about two hours. I was caught many times and 
taken to the police station for interrogation. The days I got 
through I would arrive at school exhausted, but smiling because I 
had won my daily fight. ...My permit expired in July. ...[I can] no 
longer reach Jerusalem.” 

 – testimony of school principal Abeer, East Jerusalem: Key 
Humanitarian Concerns, UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, p.92, March 2011; www.ochaopt.org  

 Research Sources:  
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs  www.ochaopt.org   
United Nations Children’s Fund  www.unicef.org/oPt 
Defence for Children International Palestine  www.dci-palestine.org  
Child Rights International Network  www.crin.org  
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