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Health Sector in Palestine 
 

Key Facts… 
 

 Chronic problems of the health sector are financial constraints, 
equipment maintenance, staff shortages, access to health 
facilities for staff/patients/commodities, and restrictions on 
construction/rehabilitation of health infrastructure. In the Gaza 
Strip, major additional problems have been the shortage of fuel 
and electricity required to operate generators and ambulances. 

 Health service provision in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
is divided between two public providers (Ministry of Health & 
Ministry of Interior), multiple private providers (hospitals, 
clinics), and numerous non-government providers (including the 
United Nations). 

 Across the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 10.3% of children 
under five years suffered chronic malnutrition (‘stunting’), and 
3.2% were underweight (2010 figures). 

 In 2011, 33,760 patients and companions were denied or 
delayed access to health services by Israeli authorities. [WHO] 

The Israeli blockade on the Gaza Strip means… 

 At November 2012, the World Health Org. reported 35% of 
essential medicines and over half of medical disposables were at 
zero stock. Medicine shortages affect oncology treatment, 
surgeries and dialysis. 

 An estimated 23% of medical equipment is not functional, with 
repairs and maintenance denied by Israeli authorities. [WHO] 

 A 2011 assessment found 63% of primary health care and 50% of 
hospital infrastructure inadequate. An estimated 7 tonnes per 
month of medical waste is dumped in the open. [WHO] 

 Some 90 million litres of sewage is discharged from the Gaza 
Strip into the Mediterranean Sea every day. 

 Over 90% of the 
underground water 
aquifer in the Gaza 
Strip is undrinkable due 
to salination and 
contamination. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Protection of hospitals: 

“ARTICLE 18: Civilian 
hospitals organized to 
give care to the 
wounded and sick, the 
infirm and maternity 
cases, may in no 
circumstances be the 
object of attack, but 
shall at all times be 
respected and protected 
by the Parties to the 
conflict.” 

Fourth Geneva 
Convention, 1949 

 

Protection of Medical 
Personnel & Vehicles: 

“ARTICLE 15: 1. Civilian 
medical personnel shall 
be respected and 
protected… 3. The 
Occupying Power shall 
afford civilian medical 
personnel in occupied 
territories every assist-
ance to enable them to 
perform, to the best of 
their ability, their 
humanitarian 
functions…” 

“ARTICLE 21: Medical 
vehicles shall be 
respected and protected 
in the same way as 
mobile medical units 
under the Conventions 
and this Protocol.” 

Fourth Geneva 
Convention, Additional 
Protocol 1, 1977 
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Al-Quds Hospital, Gaza City, 
was hit on 15 January 2009 by 
Israeli conventional and white 
phosphorus artillery shells 
during the Israeli military 
invasion, ‘Operation Cast 
Lead’. The sixth floor was 
completely burnt and other 
buildings in the compound 
severely damaged.  
Source: PCHR report Targeted 
Civilians, www.pchrgaza.org 
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Main Health Indicators Cf. Cf. 

 West Bank/Gaza 
Strip 

West Bank Gaza Strip Israel Australia 

Hospitals (2011) 
Hospital beds 
 – beds per 10,000 pop’l (2011) 
Bed occupancy rate (%) 
Mean duration (days) 

81 
5,414 

13 
62.1 
2.4 

51 
3,163 

12 

30 
2,251 

14 

  

Physicians  per 10,000 pop’l (2011) 
Dentists  per 10,000 pop’l (2011) 
Pharmacists  per 10,000 pop’l (2011) 
Nursing/Midwifery  per 10,000 pop’l (2011) 
Primary health care facilities  (2011)  

20.8 
5.2 
9.8 

18.2 
748 

 
 
 
 

669 

 
 
 
 

147 

36 (2010) 
9 (2010) 
7 (2010) 

52 (2010) 

 

Crude birth rate  per 1,000 pop’l (2011) 
Crude death rate  per 1,000 pop’l (2011) 

29.1 
2.7 

25 
2.8 

35.8 
2.6 

21 (2010) 
5 (2009) 

14 (2010) 
6 (2009) 

Total fertility rate  2011 
                                   1997 

4.2 
5.6 

3.8 4.9 2.9 (2010) 1.9 
(2010) 

Infant mortality rate (<1yr) per 1,000 live 
births (2010) 
Child mortality rate (<5yrs) per 1,000 live 
births (2010)  

20.6 
 

25.1 

18.8 
 

22.1 

23.0 
 

29.2 

4 (2010) 
 

5 (2010) 

4 (2010) 
 

5 (2010) 

Life expectancy at birth (male/female) 
(2011) 

71.8 (71/73.9)   82 
(80/83) 
(2009) 

82 
(80/84) 
(2009) 

Maternal mortality rate  per 100,000 live 
births (2011) 

28 26.3 29.9 7 (2010) 7 (2010) 

Data Sources: PASSIA Diary 2013, p. 383, www.passia.org (West Bank/Gaza Strip data); Global Health Observatory, World Health 
Organisation,  http://www.who.int/gho/countries/en/index.html (Israel, Australia data) 
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In 2005, Palestinian civil 
society issued a call for a 
campaign of Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) against Israel until it 
meets its obligations under 
international law by: 

1. Ending its occupation 
and colonization of all Arab 
lands occupied in June 1967 
and dismantling the Wall; 

2. Recognizing the 
fundamental rights of the 
Arab-Palestinian citizens of 
Israel to full equality; and 

3. Respecting, protecting 
and promoting the rights of 
Palestinian refugees to 
return to their homes and 
properties as stipulated in 
UN Resolution 194 (1948). 

www.bdsmovement.net 

Research Sources:  
The Lancet  www.thelancet.com/series/health-in-the-occupied-palestinian-
territory  
World Health Organisation (WHO)  www.emro.who.int/palestine   
www.who.int  
Palestine Central Bureau of Statistics  www.pcbs.gov.ps  
Palestinian Ministry of Health  www.moh.gov.ps  
Institute of Community & Public Health, Birzeit University 
http://icph.birzeit.edu/  
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs  www.ochaopt.org  
Diakonia – International Humanitarian Law in the OPT  www.diakonia.se/ihl 

Testimony ... “The paramedics got out of the ambulances carrying 
the stretchers from the back of my ambulance... When [they] reached 
the place of casualties, an Israeli warplane attacked them with 
another missile. ... I then heard a third missile while I was driving 
fast till I reached the hospital. ... The dead paramedic, Ra’fat Abdul 
Aal, the child and other dead people remained in the place and our 
paramedics did not mange to evacuate them...” 

 – testimony of paramedic Yahia Hassan, Targeted Civilians: A PCHR 
Report on the Israeli Military Offensive against the Gaza Strip (27 
December 2008-18 January 2009), Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, 
pp.81-82, October 2009; www.pchrgaza.org  
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